


Resilience in the face of tragedy 
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By Jerry Hill  

Nine years ago, when the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks upended America’s sense of security, the nation came together.

Brave emergency workers rushed into burning buildings to rescue people who were trapped. Americans opened up their hearts and wallets to comfort mourning families. We have not forgotten the planes that on Sept. 11 crashed into the Twin Towers in lower Manhattan, the Pentagon and a field in Pennsylvania. Nor have we forgotten the nearly 3,000 innocent people who lost their lives.

Americans have a history of coming together in times of crisis. This week, after a natural gas pipeline ruptured in San Bruno and leveled a neighborhood, killing at least four people and injuring more than 50 others, I saw firsthand the American spirit through the tremendous outpouring of support from our community.

Emergency workers risked their lives to save people and property. Local residents converged on the Red Cross center to offer clothing, supplies and money for victims. Blood banks were filled to capacity. People even offered to host displaced families in their homes.

I was in awe as I toured the devastation with emergency officials and spoke with families who had lost everything. But the one thing that kept our spirits up was the unending display of kindness from volunteers and community members. 

Words can’t express my appreciation to the countless heroes who have reached out and helped their neighbors during this extraordinary time. Everyone who stood in line to give blood. Everyone who stopped by the Veterans Recreation Center to drop off supplies. Everyone who cooked hot meals for displaced families. Everyone who made a generous donation. 

Your selflessness embodies the true meaning of 9-11. Let us carry this spirit with us during our everyday lives as we strive to honor those who passed on that tragic day nine years ago and those who passed from our community only three days ago. 

Here are a few opportunities to continue the spirit of Sept. 11:

• The Silicon Valley Community Foundation will match, dollar for dollar, financial gifts made to the San Bruno recovery effort, via an initial commitment of $100,000. Details: (650) 450-5444 or e-mail donate@siliconvalleycf.org.

• The San Bruno Lions Club has set up a fund to help victims. Mail donations to San Bruno Lions Club, P.O. Box 242, San Bruno, CA 94066, and write “FIRE” in the note area of check. Details: (650) 873-9166.

• To donate cash to victims via the Red Cross, call (800) RED-CROSS and specify “San Bruno Fire.”

• The Safeway Foundation, which has donated $25,000, gift cards, food and ice, has established a checkstand donation program for customers in Bay Area counties. Details: www.safeway.com.

• Giving blood: To donate blood, contact Blood Centers of the Pacific at (888) 393-GIVE or go to www.thevolunteercenter.net and click on “San Bruno Fire.” For Red Cross blood donation info, call (800) RED-CROSS.

• Bedding, clothing: The Salvation Army at 300 El Camino Real in San Bruno will accept donations, as will the Goodwill Industries location at 225 Kenwood Way in South San Francisco. Details: http://sanbruno.ca.gov/.

• To volunteer please visit www.thevolunteercenter.net or contact the Veterans Memorial Recreation Center located at 251 City Park Way at (650) 616-7180.
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